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ABSTRACT 

A student teacher who was concerned about a third 
grader's difficulties with her assignments, apparent low self-esteem, 
and anger observed the child in school for a 6-week period on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays for 2 hours each day. For 2 weeks, 
the child was also observed at a recreational center on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays for an average of 2.5 hours per observation. 
Finally, observations were conducted during the weekends the child 
spent with the student teacher as part of the student teacher's 
intervention. Data from the observations were used to formulate 
descriptions of the child's baseline behavior before and after the 
interventions. Peer interviews were conducted during three of the 
observations to determine how children in the classroom saw their 
relationship with the child. The interventions of the student teacher 
included introduction of appropriate behavior; an out-of-town field 
trip; and praise when it was warranted. As a result of the 
intervention, the student teacher realized that the child became mor^ 
aggressive in school when community and family life became difficult 
for her. After the intervention, the child's work at school improved 
and the child seemed to take pride in her assignments. The time spent 
in school and with the student teacher appeared to provide the child 
with the confidence she needed to feel successful. (HOD) 
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Abstract 

The purpose of this stud)' was to determine if a third grader's behavior at school was 
affected by her commtmity and family life. If so, can I make a difference in her life by 
spending time with her and giving her the chance to experience life outside of her 
community. Data were gathered through observations made at her school, at her 
recreational center, and during the weekends she spent with me. A base-line behavior was 
noted through these observations. Intervention was then applied to see if her behavior 
changed. Intervention was designed to take her out of her environment, to expose her to 
things that she would not have otherwise given the chance, and to correct undesirable 
behaviors as they arose. Her behavior at school was greatly influenced by her experiences 
at home and in her community. She became more aggressive in school when community 
and family life became difficult for her. When intervention was applied, her work at school 
improved. She seemed to take pride with ail her assignments for she took the time to make 
them neat. Time spent in school and with me appeared to be providing her with the 
confidence that she needed to feel successful. 
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During my student teaching, a group of children were having difficulties doing well 
on their spelling tests. Four children, in particular, were not smdying for their spelling. 
They rnissed most of their words on their spelling test two weeks in a row. When they 
received their test papers, it also hurt me to see tlieir faces when they saw their grades. I 
did not want them to feel failure in school; therefore, my goal was 'to help these children 
to develop good study habits, not just do well in spelling. To achieve my goal, the group did 
certain things. They soned their spelling words into ABC order and pasted them onto their 
notebook. All the exercises that went mth the spelling words were written in the notebook 
including the spelling test. During this time, I worked ver>' closely with the four children. 
In the beginning, I was having a difficult time getting the children to learn what I wanted 
them to do. The children were not too keen on the extra effort that they were having to 
put into spelling. They spent a good many recesses with me finishing up their a.ssignments, 
not just spelling but in other subjects too. Gradually, they became aware that I was not 
going to accept anything but their best. It was during those many recesses that I got to 
know one pardcular child, Toni. (The names appearing in this smdy have been changed to 
protect the identities of the participants.) . 

1 was having a hard time getting Toni to do her assignments. It was physically 
draining for roe fighting Toni, She had ample time to do her ass.'.gnments, but she just 
refused to do them. According to my Clinical In-Struclor (from now on referred to as CT), 
Toni was testing my authority. She put me to a strenuous test. 1 got to know Toni when 
she had to stay in for recesses. I found out that she has a brother named Anton who is in 
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the first grade. Her parents had divorced one another during summer, For an eighi year 
old, she has gone through a lot. I cried twice while she was telling me about herself. The 
'first time was when she told me about the boys bullying her down at the recreation center 
where she goes everyday after school Many of the older children pick on her because she 
was smaller than they are. She told rae that she did not want to go back (I beheved she was 
scared). Toni is a victim of violence whether or not she realizes that fact. She is afraid to 
go to the recreational center because she fears what might happen to her. She does not 
know how long she can keep up defending herself against the older children. 

The second time I cried was when she told me that her father had called her a wimp 
during a weekend visit I asked her why. She told me that her father just told her that she 
was weak and a wimp, I asked her if the father meant it as a joke. Tom' assured me that 
he did not. Toni often tells me that her mother does not like her. She says that Anton, her 
brother, is the favorite of the family because he is smarter than Toni. 

Toni does not see herself as a learner nor does she think she is smart. She believes 
that she Ls going to fail third grade becx:jise my CI does not like her. Many times. I had to 
assure her that she would not fail third grade because she is smart and she has been working 
ver hard. Tohj appears to have iow self-esteem. She seems to be angrs' and yet she does 
not know how to release her anger appropriately. She draws attention to herself any way 
she can. Sometimes that craving gets her in trouble. It made me wonder if Toni is praised 
enough at home? Does she communicate well with her parents? Is she given the attention 
that she needs? 

ERLC 
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Toni goes to the recreational center everyday after school. The recreational center 
(from now on refer lo as the center) is located in a neighborhood where ninety-nine percent 
of the residents are African Americans assuming the pool of children at the center is 
representative of the neighborhood population. Prior to this stud}', I did not know that this 
neighborhood existed. Yet, the neighborhood is just a quarter of a niile from where I live 
near the university grounds. Police officers patrol the neighborhoods. Often, one sees male 
adults loitering in the street. The center measures approximately 38 feet by 25 feet. It has 
a kitchen facility, separate bathrooms for boys and girls, a water fountain^ two computers 
with a broken printer, a television, a video cassette recorder, and an adequate supply of 
books (though only some are age appropriate) and materials for writing and art. 

The center opens its doors at 4:00 p.m, which means that Torii and Anton, for fort}'- 
five mirutes, are supervised by a family friend that hves nearby. Toni has been going to the 
center since she was four years old. Tonics mother works as a rental office manager nearby; 
thus, she can pick up Toni and .Anton after worL Toni goes lo the center not because she 
lives in that neighborhood; but because it is convenient for her mother. The c-enter 
substitutes for expensive after school care. 

The center provides a place for the children to play and do their homework. 
Children wander in and out of the center from four to five after the door is being opened 
by Mr Key, the maintenance man. At 5:00 p.m., some children settle down and staTi on 
their homework. Those who are not doing their homework must leave. Mr. Pilot, the 
center's director, pairs an older child m\h a younger one and aids the older child in helping 
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the younger one with his/her homework; this time is called Reading Parmer Time (RPT). 
Meai}while, another person on staff works with Head Start children on things like leliing 
time etc, ' ' i 

Children may work wi± the computer once their homework is done. They may also 
draw, write, and play games quietly if others are still working. Recently, the center has 
offered the children a chance to work in the Macintosh Lab at the nearby univ'^.rsity. The 
lab is conducted by miivcrsity students on Fridays. An attendance record is kept on 
children who participates during RPT times throughout the week. Children get to go to the 
MacKintosh lab if they have good attendance. On Fridays, Mr. Pilot makes sure that all the 
children turn in their permission slips. No permission, no go. He then drives the children 
to and from the university in a Jaunt van, (Jauni is a transportation service provided by the 
city thai gets people to work who are not on the city bus lines.) 

The center provides valuable services for the children and to their parents; however, 
at the same time, the center exposes the children to undesirable experiences. Due to the 
location of the center, the children often see adult men loitering the streets and police 
officers patrolling the neighborhood. Both occurrences present negative, long-lasting images. 
The non-working adults are not role models to which one wishes his/her children be 
exposed. The children may internalize this faa and believe that being out of work is all 
right The presence of the patrolling police officers tells the children that their 
neighborhood is unsafe. The children may develop a fear for their lives and try to protect 
themselves by arming themselves, thus, possibly creating violence within the communit)'. 
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Most of the children that go to the center live in the neighborhood. The center, 
unlike a school, does not have children of all ages. The children are either in the primarv' 
grades or in the middle school There are rco- children in between. Younger children are 
exposed to things that they are not yet ready to learn, especially about boy-girl relationships. 
Sometimes, the older children pick on the younger ones because they are defenseless. Thus, 
younger children learn to be tough so that they will not become targets of violence. Toni 
has had to learn to be toug): so that she would not become a victim. 

However, this learned toughness is used in school to defy authority. After observing 
Toni at the center, I began to understand -why she behaved the way she did in school I 
have never seen children fight for crayons or fight for a chance to work on the computer the 
way they did at the center. She has to be tough to survive at the center or else she will be 
crushed; therefore, she believes that she has to be tough in order to survive in school 
Darwin's "survival of the fittest*' really describes the setting of the center. It is the same for 
Toni in school. For example, she fights to get on the color computer during computer time. 

To Toni everylhing is a battle. She must be the vdctor in every fight. Smce Toni can 
neither verbally nor physically abuse me; therefore, she defies my authorit>' as a way of 
getting back at me. She beheves that the world is against her. She is ready to take on the 
world. Thus, violence experienced in the community is then carried over to the school We, 
the educators, wonder why schools are becoming battle grounds for our children. 

Toni was bom to Sam Jones and Pat Smith in 1983. Pat was twent>'-one when she 
had Toni. Sam and Pat divorced one another during the summer of 1991 when Toni was 
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eight years old. Toni lives with Pat who now uses her maiden name, Sam, on the other 
hand lives in an apartment and ha^ a girlfriend. Irregularly, Toni visits her father on 
weekends. Toni has not' dealt too well with the divorce. She bottles up each time I trj' to 
get her to talk about her feelings. 

However, the situation did not improve itself. Pat moved in with another man, 
Kevin, Ke\an, himself, is also a divorcee. His son, Kevin Jr., lives with him. Now the 
'Tamily'' includes Kevin (pseudo-father to Toni and Anton), Pat (pseudo-mother to Kevin 
Jr.), Toni, Kevin Jr., and Anton. Toni calls Kevin '^Big Foot" because his feet are huge. 
Despite the fact that Toni has her own room (she seems to like the idea), she is unhapp>' 
with the situation. Anton seems to like it. Apparently there are conflicts between Kevin 
Jr. and Toni. Toni thinks Kevin Jr. is "stupid" because he is unable to compute subtractions. 
Toni did not want to help Kevin Jr. because Kevin Jr.'s mother does not want Kevin Jr. to 
have anything to do with Pat's children. Toni took that literally and refused to help Kevin 
Jr. Vkith his homework. 

Pai is very involved in her worL According to ray CI, Pat likes her job and that she 
is very much a career woman wdth a very important position. In the beginning, I thought 
that money was a problen:i for Toni's family. Then, as. I got to know Toni, I changed m}- 
mind. I decided that money was not a problem for them because of all the material things 
Toni received for Christmas-Nintendo, ten-speed bike, etc. However, I was wrong again. 
One day, I asked Toni to fill out a background form for me. I told her to get help from her 
mother, and she told me that her mother hates her and would not be willing to help hei. 
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On the way to music class I ai.ked her what she meant about her mother disliking her, and 
she said, "She (Pai) worries about money, then Anton, then me." A few days later, I talked 
with my CI of about what I had learned thus far, and she said that money is a problem for 
Toni's family,. Pat often tells my CI that after paying the bills she only has money left for 
gas. My CI said that Pat receives a lot of support from the relatives. Then I remembered 
that many of the big gifts tliat Toni received during Christmas were from her grandfather. 
After receiving this new data from my CI, I changed my mind again about the financial 
situation of Toni's family. 

Pat may not be spending enough quality time with Tom and Anton. Pat often works 
late, therefore, that means Toni and Anton stay late at the center. It ako means eating out 
a lot. Dinner time is usually a sodal time for the children and their parents. However, 
little socialization is taking place when they are eating out becau,se Pat seems to rush the 
children so that she can get back to the office. Toni and ..^ton generally have to rush 
through dinner so that Pat can get back to the office. Thus, dinner, instead of being nice 
and calm, becomes rushed and tensed. 

One day Toni came to school looking like she very deep m thought. ! asked her if 
anything wa.s wrong. She told m.e that Pat had hit her because she was blamed for the mess 
that she and Anton had made. I did not know whether or not to believe that Pat had hit 
Toni. Toni vividly described what had happen to her that weekend. She told me that her 
mother hit her nine times on the leg and that she laid in bed all day because she was in 
such pain. I had no way of checking out her story. Therefore, after a week, I made her tell 

1 u 
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mt agaii) what had happened. She repeated with the same details and said, T TOLD you 
she hit me nine times on my leg/' 

After that weekend, Tom' seemed to truly believed that her mother dislike? her 
because she says she got blamed for something that Anton also did. Tom' believes that Pat 
likes Anton better than her. Toni feels she is competing with Anton and the job for her 
mother's attention. Her experiences at home show up in her behavior in school. She thinks 
my CI dislikes her; therefore, she wiU fail third grade. She often tells me "You don't like 
me an>nvay" whenever she is angry at me for correcting her. Tom* has yet to learn that we 
care; therefore, we challenge her and expect the best from her. She seems to view this 
challenge and expectation as forms of disliking. 

Tom' appears to have low self-esteem. She has yet become aware of or to internalize 
her capabilities. My CI stated that Toni reads at grade level without any effort. However, 
she has not been pushed to do weU in school and at home. Toni is capable of doing 
a.O)ihing if she put^"- her mind to it. She is able to draw and yet she thinks she has no talent 
when it comes to drawing. She is able to get ahead with reading assignments and yei she 
thinks that is only for smari kids in her class. Therefore, she does not read ahead. She i.^ 
smart and yet she thinks she is smpid. Toni needs to realize that she is somebody and stop 
putting herself down in order to avoid feeling like a failure. 

Toni gets attention at school by being loud. She also misbehaves so that attention 
is dravra to her. Sometimes, she even act as if she does not understand certain things so 
that extra attention may be given to her. Therefore, her behavior tends to have negative 
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instead of positive effects By being loud, she is sometimes a distraction lo other children 
in the classroom. Most importantly, she i§ diverdng her efforts from learning, instead of 
putting all her efforts into her academics, some efforts go into getting her emotional needs 
satisfied. 

Toni's elementar>' school is located in a suburb three miles northeast of the 
university. She was bussed to the school before Pat moved in with Kevin. They now live 
in a nearby county. Now. Pat drops Toni and Anton off at school on her way to work. The 
children who live near the center are bussed to the school in order to achieve integration. 
The student population of the school has changed dramatically in just a few years. Prior to 
bussing, Tom"s school was called the "Country Club." At that time, most of the children 
attending the school were sons and/or daughters of the professors at the university. Others 
were children of professionals like doctors, lawyers, etc. Now, the student population at this 
elementarv' school is a racial ink of African Americans and Caucasiarus of more or less 
equal ratio. The proportion of other minorities is negligible (statistically speaking). 

In the class where I student taught, seven children out of twenr>' students are African 
Americans. Ail the minorit)' children are in a single-parent homes. Some mothers have 
live-in boyfriends. Some children are being raised by their grandmothers. Some are being 
shuffled back and forth between their parents. Tnese children have a rather unstable home 
life. 

According to my CI, the minority children were not "pushed" in school last year due 
to their "blackness." My CI is very angered by this. All year, she has been trying her best 
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to challenge these cbildren and get them reacrv for next year. She believes that they will not 
be challenged next year by her colleagues. She often said. These cMldren read on level 
without effort. Can you imagine what they could accompUsh if thev were pushed!" 

Toni's behavior from the center is most observable in school because her behavior 
in school is like her behavior at the center. She behaves the only way she knows how and 
that is to be tough. According to my CI, Toni has spent many recesses indoors because she 
can not control her mouth, Toni does not take criticism very well There are times when 
she is rude. Both my CI and I do not allow her to get away with displajdng inappropriate 
behavior toward adults or her peers. We expect the best from her. We praise her often for 
work that lived up to our expectations. We do not accept work from her that is not her 
best. As a result, Toni is finally beginning to see herself as a '^learner." 

Tonics behavior in school is affected by what she has experienced in her communit)* 
and family. Communit)* is not simply defined as the immediate surrounding of an individuaJ. 
According to Roland Warren, there are five major components to a communit)' (Blackwell). 
Component one deals with the services and goods provided by the community to serve its 
members within a localitv'. This is called production -distribution-consumption. Component 
two Ls called socialization. Values, beliefs, and behavioral patterns are transmitted from the 
community to the individual wthin that system. Social control is the third component. This 
is ''structural arrangement for influencing members toward behavioral coniormitv-" 
(Blackwell, p. 15). Tne fourth component Ls social participation. It allows the individual 
to become a member of community simply by providing opportunities for the individual to 
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participate in the commumt>- life, i-ast, mutual support is the fifth component. Mutual 
support allows members of the communitv to seek help with the caring process. The caring 
process refers to the rearing of a child; friends and relatives may be part of this caring 
process. 

Toni's community which include the center, the basketball team, and her relatives, 
encompasses these five components. Component one of the community deals with the 
services that it provides to its members. Therefore, the center is one of the services 
provided by the community to Toni and her mother, Pat. It is a place to keep Tom* off the 
streets and help her get homework done. For Pat, it acts as day care. Uttie traveling time 
is needed for picking up Toni and Anton. Essentially, the center is a convenience for Pat. 

Having a basketball team is another service provided by the commuriit)'. Playing 
basketball allows Toni a chance to get rid of her aggression through physical exercise. It 
also gives Toni a chance to play basketball outside of school which otherwise she would not 
have. Toni is able to develop her athletic abilii}' through the bf^sketball team pro\ided by 
her cotmnunity. 

Relatives provide both services and goods for Tom"s family. Nearby relatives are 
potential babysitters for Toni and Anton. Distant relatives often proxnde clothing and toys 
to Toni and Anton which lifts some of Pat's financial burden. 

Sodaiization, the second component, takes place during time spent at the center, on 
the basketball team, and at Toni's relatives homes. From the center, Toni is learning about 
the "survival of the fittest" instead of "love thy neighbor as thyself." Toni's aggressive 
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behavior displayed at school is the resuit of what she has learned at the center. Being nice 
will get you nowhere. Toni believes that if she acts weak, then she will never be anybody. 

One would think that being on a basketbaD team would teach Toni how to be^ a 
member of the team and play for the team, not for herself. However, the rule of being a 
team player somehow got lost between basketball practices. For example, during a 
scrimmage game which I took her to, she started fighting with another girl on her team right 
in the middle of the game. While she was battling it out with the girl about what position 
they were playing, the rest of team were on the other end of the court trying to defend 
against the other team. Even when playing a team sport, Toni still looks out for herself. 

Toni is very at ease with her relatives. When she talks to her aunts or older cousins 
on the phone, it seems as if she is talking with her peers. In a way, she lacks social grace 
because she treats everyone as her equal. Toni does not know when she is being rude 
instead of cute. To others, Toni appears not to know "her place." 

Toni's behavior is further strengthened by social control the third component. The 
center, the basketball team, and the relatives' homes are forms of social control. Tne center 
is a place where Toni conforms to the rules. vShe acts tough because she needs to guard 
against the older children. When she is playing basketball she acts as a team player most 
of the lime. Sometimes, she forgets and thinks of only herself. The informalit\' betv,'een 
Toni and her relatives reinforces her lack of social grace in the eyes of others. 

As a member of the community, the fourth component, Toni is able to participate 
in the activities provided by the center: Activities like attending the Mackintosh Lab at the 
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unjversit>^ and learning bow to '•step" from some of the brothers of one of the Black Greek 
Frateroities at the nearby university. As a member of the communit)', Toni is able to 
panicipate on a basketball team where her athletic ability is being developed. As a member , 
of the community, Toni is able to be with her relatives and do the things that they do. In 
essence, membership means the ability to part take in activities offered by the community. 

Toni and her famiiy receive mumal support, the fifth component, from their 
community. At the center, adults make sure that Toni does not misbehave too much. They 
keep an eye on Toni for Pat. Being on the basketball team gives Toni self-confidence. 
When Pat did attend Toni's scrinamage or her last game, the other parents cheered for Toni 
and offered her words of encouragement. Other parents substimted for Pat's absence. 
Toni's immediate family members are very supponive of Pat and her two children. They 
try to provide Toni and Anton with material goods that Pat can not afford on her salary, 
things like clothes, bikes, and games. They are called on to take the children when they are 
sick and have to stay home from school. -Thus, Pat does not have to take time off from 
work which means salary is not lost. 

Although, Toni is. taken care of physically, but her emotional needs are not being met 
by her community. As a member of the coram.uniiy, Toni is able to access the resources 
provided by her community and in remm her behavior is influenced and reinforced through 
social control component of tlie community. Therefore, it is hard to say whether Toni's 
community is beneficial or harmful to her in shaping her life. 

Toni's community is only part of her hfe that influences her behavior displayed at 
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school. The other major influence is her famOy life. According to BiackweU (1985), famih 
has several functions. Blackwell (1985) has extraaed most of his information from a study 
conduaed b)- Andrew Biiiingsley in his book Black Families in While America. 

One of the functions of a family is called the mstrumental function. A family 
provides its members mih "economic well being and physical and social sustenance" 
(Blackwell, p. 99). In order to achieve economic and physical well being, a family needs to 
provide "stability when it comes to meeting basic needs such as food, housing, clothing, and 
health care" (BiackweU, p. 100). Blackwell states that if a family is to meet these basic 
needs, then a family must have a dependable income. Therefore, Toni's family has achieved 
instrumental functions. Pal has a job which brings in a steady income. Toni is taken care 
of physically-her basic needs are provided. 

The other function of a family is expressive functions. They "deal with the emotional 
state-social relations and feeUngs between family members and their psychological well- 
being" (Blackwell, p. 100). Biaclweli suggests that a faradly provides its members with the 
following emotions: 

(1) Social desire for love and affection 

(2) A sense of belonging to a group 

(3) Companionship and group acceptance 

(4) Self-recognition 

We are social beings. We possess the desire to be loved and feel wanted. This need 
for love starts with the family members because they are our first significant others. We all 
feel the need to belong to a group. No one likes to be alone. As a family member, one is 
ah-eady in a group and feels wanted. Not only is he a member of a group, he is also 
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accepted by his famiiy. Tnerefore. he develops a good rappon with his family. Lastly, self- 
recognition promotes self-esteem. .Airican American leaders like Reverend Jesse Jackson 
often use repetitive recitations of fl am somebody," "i ana important,' "I am worthy/' and 
"I am of value." in his speeches in order to inspire self-worthiness in African Americans. 
It makes us feel good about ourselves to be somebody. If we say "I am somebody' often 
enough, we rrdght just believe we have self-worth. 

Thus, obtaining the goals of expressive functions within a family "depend upon the 
quality of reciprocal relationships among individual members of the family" (BlackwelL p. 
100). The goals of expressive functions are not being met by Toni's family. The relationship 
between Pat and Toni is one with many conflicts. Judging from the conversation that Toni 
that i heard Toni have with her mother on the phone, their relationship appears to be more 
of a peer relationship rather than a motlier-daughter one. Toni had called Pat to check-in 
with her while spending her first weekend with me. Pat, apparently, told her that she went 
to see New Jack qtv when Toni asked her what she did that night. Toni answered her 
mother. "Girl, why didn't you take me':'' Toni's famiUarity with Pat may be attributed to her 
lack of social grace with outsiders. 

From her view point, Toni considers the emotional needs provided by a family are 
mostly missing. Only one of the four emotional needs are met for Toni and that is the self- 
recognition. Even then, it is in the negative aspect. Toni recognizes herself as being not 
wanted or accepted by her mother. She often says that she is nobody. Toni often threatens 
running away. She has no sense of belonging to a family. She does not feel that she is 
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accepted by her mother. She desires affection from her mother for sne is not receiving it 
in the form that she needs iL 

One of theimstramentid functions of the family is to provide stability of the family 
when meeting basic needs. On the surface, Tom''s family appears to have achieved this goal. 
However, Tonics family life appears unstable because her parents are divorced. The stability 
for Toni is questionable due to the fact that her parents are divorced. According to 
Blackwell (1985), in the past two decade, two-parent families in the African American 
community have dropped down to only 55.5 percent, whereas, for Caucasian families, it is 
88 percent. 

To further increase the instabiUty in Toni's life, Pat moved in with her bo>'friend who 
is also a divorcee and who has a son in his custody. According to David Shutlz, there are 
four types of boyfriends: (1) the quasi-father, (2) the supportive biological father, (3) the 
supportive companion, and (4) the pimp (Blackwell). Kevin, Pat's boyfnend, is more like 
a quasi-fatier to Tom. Therefore, only the quasi-father will be defined. A quasi-father 
gives something and expects sometliing in return. A quasi-father has these qualities: (1) 
he offers long term support for his girlfriend and her children; (2) he attempts to estabUsh 
a relationship with her children; (3) the relationjjhip is pubUc knowledge; and (4) he is 
allowed intermittent visits to the family if not living with them. All these characteristics 
apply to Kevin with the exception of the last one-Kevin is the one who is providing housing 
for Pat and her children. In return, the quasi-father has the assurance that his food will be 
prepared for him. His laundry will done for him. He has assurances of sexual gratification. 



Effects of Community life 

19 

Lastly, instead of intermittent visits, Kevin ha^. iong-term famiiiai companionship. 

Toni is confused with her family life. She now lives in a house in a verv' nice 
neighborhood away from the city'. She has hter ov.'n room. She sees her father on weekends. 
She is torn berween the Ufe she had now and the one she had in the past. She does not 
know what to make of Kevin. She compiains about him-trivial things like he has big feet. 
She does not know how to treat Kevio Jr. From what Toni tells me, she is nice to Kevin 
Jr. Toni is having difficulty adjusting to her new "family." It appears that Toni is facing 
instability in her farmly life. The instability is increased by her unresolved feelings toward 
her parents' divorce and her inability to decide whether or not she is better off v/ith the 
current living arrangemenL 

It appears that both Toni's community and her family life are contributing to her 
aggressive behavior at school. What about her school life? Is school her sa\dor? Members 
of the African American community would disagree. They believe that the "school 
environment is not always a rewarding experience" for African American children 
(Blackweli, p. 161). Edgar Epps states that "teachers often think African American children 
who came from low social economic backgrounds are less 'educable' than white studenLs" 
(BlacknA'ell, p. 161). To some extent this applies to Toni's experiences in school. For 
example, according to my Q, Toni's second grade teacher has somewhat similar attitudes 
toward African .Anjerican children. Toni and her peers were not challenged to do their best 
in school last year. Therefore^ they lack the self confidence and appear to have low self- 
esteem. They do not see themselves as learners because they were not challenged in school 
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However, contrary to the beliefs of the African American community, school has 
provided the African .American children in the class that I studen taught with positive 
experiences. These children have been challenged. They have been expeaed to do well. 
Most importantly, they see themselves as learners. 

Tom* has many instabilities in her life. Her community life is not all positive. She 
has learned that aggression is the solution to all problems. Her family life is disruptive and 
confusing. She has not yet accepted her parents' divorce. Living with Kevin appears to pose 
a dilemma for her. She has not yet decided whether or not she is benefitting from this 
living arrangement. As a student, she has not been challenged in school prior to this year. 
With these drawbacks in Toni's life, I would like to make a difference in her life. I would 
like for her to see places like Washington D.C. and Monticello. I would like for her to feel 
wanted by spending time with her. Most importantly, 1 would like for her to have the self- 
esteem that she needs to feel successful in everything that she does. With all the odds, can 
I make a difference in her life? 

Methods 

The imit of analysis in this study is the individual, Toni. Variables involved in this 
srudy include community liie. family life, school beha\nors, and interventions. This case 
study illustrates the life of a third grader in a Ivlid-Atlantic elementary school. Permissioas 
were obtained from the school principal, the classroom teacher, and Toni's mother for me 
to observe Toni in school, in her community, and spend time with me on weekends. 

Data gathering methods of this study were observations, and interviews. For six 
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weeks, I observed Toni m school on Mondays, Weanesdays, and Fridays for two hours each 
day. I followed her from class to class. For two weeks, I observed Toni at the center on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays for an average of two and a half hours per visit. 1 
stayed at the center^ usually, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and sometimes later. Observations 
were made during the weekends that Toni spent with me as part of the interventions. The 
purposes of these observations is to gather data with which to describe Toni's baseline 
behavior before the interventions, and then to describe any change of behavior. 

Peer interviews regarding theu" perceptions of Toni were conducted during week 
three of observation. This was done to see how other children in the classroom saw Toni 
and how they see their relationships with her. Also, the peer interviews provided an 
additional source of information for describing of Toni's baseline behavior that I may be 
missing. 

The purpose of this smdy was to determine what I can do to make a difference in 
Ton'\s life. Therefore, ijaterventions were introduced into this study. First, I wanted to see 
if 1 can influence Toni to demonstrate appropriate behavior in different types of settings. 
Therefore, every time, I observed an inappropriate behavior, I would intervene and 
introduce her to the appropriate beha^^or. Secondly, I wanted to see if Tom"'s behavior 
changes in school when she spent time away from her communit)' and her family. 
Therefore, I had Toni for three weekends. The first weekend, I picked her up from school 
on Friday and brought her back Monday morning. The second weekend, once again, i 
picked her up from school on Friday. However, 1 took her home Saturday morning and was 
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able to visit the family home. Tne third weekend, I picked up Toni and Anton from school 
on F-iday for a trip to Washington DC and brought them back to school Monday morning. 
Lastly, I wanted to see if I could instill self-worth in Toni. Tnerefora, praises ^vere given 
as often as they were warranted. Opportunities were given for Toni to feel good about 
herself such as providing her with the chances to succeed. 

The purpose for the interventions was to expose Toni to experiences that are not 
being offered by her community nor her family. Activities for the interventions included 
trips to MonticeDo, Washington D.C., and the nearby university facilities such as the library, 
computer lab, and the cafeteria. The other aspect of the intervention was to demonstrate 
to Toni appropriate and inappropriate behaviors. Activities for this included correcting 
inappropriate behavior on the spot, allowing her to think about her behavior and then 
having her explain the inappropriateness either in verbal or written form. 

Findings 

Toni's behavior in school appears to be related to her conmiunity ana family 
experiences. Her yearning to be noticed continues to come up observation after 
observation She gets attention in school .by being loud. Not only does she want to get 
herself noticed, but she also wants undivided attention. She has a hard time sharing. This 
is evident in her behavior at school, at the recTeational center, and at my home. In school 
she expected me to drop what I was doing to heed her calls. She did not hke the fact that 
other chOdren need my attention also. She appeared purposely to mess up assignments so 
that I would spent time going over her paper. At the center, she did not like it when 1 was 
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helping her brother, Anton. She sat aaoss the table from me and pouted. Then, she would 
ipore me if I asked her what she was doing. That her defensive mechanism at work. 
When Tom's angry, she gives you the silent treatment. The silent treatment is a way to get 
attention. Too often, I took the bait. I^ter, I realized that it was a game with her to see 
if she could pull me away from the other children. For example, when Toni and Anton 
spent the weekend v,ith me in DC, we got into several arguments. During the visit to the 
Washington Monument. Toni pushed her brother toward the elevator for no reason (the 
elevator was not even there yet). I asked Toni to apologize to her brother and she did it 
unwillingly. Afterwards, she pouted as we walked toward The American Histoiy Museum. 
She did not speak to either Anton or me for a long time. She was very unpleasant to be 
with for the next two hours. 

Toni does not communicate her anger verbally. Instead, that anger is transformed 
into physical and/or verbal aggression. For example, Toni was mad at me for making her 
take a bath before Anton took his; therefore, she slammed the bathroom door in my face. 
That was her way of getting back at me since she could not eitlier threaten me physically 
nor verbally. 

According to her peers, (when she is not in control of a situation), she often uses 
verbal threats. This is her way of solving conflicts. Her behavior appears to be influenced 
by what she has experienced at the center. At the center, to compete with the older 
children, she has to act tough. She knows that she can not physically beat them up; 
therefore, she taunts them. Other children taunt Toni in return both in school and at the 
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center. Only on a few occasions were those threats carried out. Information from the peer 
interviews indicate that some of Toni's classmates have either seen her hit someone or have 
been hit by her. Toni appear.^ to have the -attitude that the entire world is against her and 
she is ready to take on the world. 

Toni's behavior in school seems to be influenced by her family experiences. 
Whenever something at home has upset Toni, she tends to act more aggressively in school. 
Toni was fine when I took her to school on Monday after our weekend in Washington, DC. 
She was happy because I packed lunch for her for the second time. L-ater that week, I 
thought Toni appeared somewhat distant when I saw her at the center, I asked her if 
anything was wrong and she did not say anything. The next day, I talked with my CI. 
Apparently, Toni's mother had told her that she came '^ack from Washington DC too early. 
Toni took that to meant that her mother did not want her. Toni has the tendency' to take 
ever>'thing said very literally, especially from her mother. 

Toni often talks, about how she is unwanted. This seems, to be attributing to her low 
self-esteem. VvTien I starting my student teaching, she would tell me after I told her lo do 
something, "Why, you don't like me anyway." Being liked seems to be very important for 
her. Apparently, to Toni, being liked in school means being passed on to the next grade. 
According to my CI, one of her distant cousins is in the same class and would have been 
held back m second grade but was not-the teacher liked him to much to do that to him. 

vShe wants to belong and yet she does not feel she belongs anywhere. One of the 
functions of family is to provide a sense of belonging. Toni appears not to be getting that 
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from her family. 

The intervention on my pan seems to have influenced Toni's behavior in school 
. somewhat Toni shows an increase in self-esteem. Tnings such as bringing packed lunches 

from home seemed to boost her ego. She now takes more pride in her work. She takes the 
time to make it neat. She shows me ail her papers including ones that she did not do so 
well. She is vidlling to take chances with iserself especially on assignments that deal with 
drawing which she reluctantly did during my student teaching. I beUeve this is because she 
has someone that has high expectations of her and cares about her. She is beginning to hve 
up to those expectations. All the weekends that she spent with me, I repeatedly let her 
know what 1 expected of her. She was expected to clean up after herself. She was expected 
to do her homework and turn it in on-time. She was expected to clean up after dinner. She 
was expected to write me a note explaining her behavior after she slammed the door in my 
face. She was expeaed to finish things that she started. Most of all, she was expected to 
show respect for everyone. My CI saw an improvement in her homework assignments. 
During the weekend in DC with me, she told Anton what needed to be done after dinner, 
hilt bringing their plates to the sink. Respect for others, perhaps, is the hardest for Toni 
to learn. However, she is showing some effort. She Hstens more while her teachers are 
talking. She often tries to help Miles out in science. Miles is one of those children that 
Toni beat up on in the past. Toni appears to show more considerations toward her 
classmates. 

As a result of the interventions, I became a part of Toni's community' and filled some 
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of the functions of her farmly. For coiE^)onent one, I provided services for Toni. i tried to 
open the door for her to experience services and goods that otherwise would not be known 
to her. For example, during one of the weekends that she spent with mo, she experienced 
some aspects of university life. She wrote her spelling sentences on the computer at one of 
the university labs. She ate brunch at one of the university cafeterias. She visited two 
uiiiversit>' libraries and she watched a movie in one of them. 

For component two, socialization, I tried to change undesirable behaviors found in 
Toni as they arose. Whenever, she displayed inappropriate behavior, I talked to her about 
it. Then, I would offer an alternative behavior that she should try to display in the future. 
For example, during the weekend to D.C., I was telhng her how she should be nicer to 
Anton and in the midst of my tirade, she said, "Why do you have to be so sensible?" I 
laughed and asked her what she meant by that. Toni said, "You are always telling me That 
I should be nice and I should do this and I should do that." It is apparent from, her 
comment that she is listening to what I am telling her. Hopefully, she will internalize and 
share some of my values and beliefs. It is important to expose Toni to values and beliefs 
that she may not receive from her community and her family. Whether or not she chooses 
to adopt them is her decision, the option was presented for her. 

During the weekends that she spent with me the third component, social control, 
came into play. During the time she spent with me, she had to conform to my rules. Those 
rules elicit behaviors that I wish to instill m her. For example, one of ray rules is titat Toni 
must eat sitting up. She may not eat while lying on the floor for two reasons: 1) It is not 
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good for your digestive system and 2) It is not the proper eating mamier. When she 
continued to ignore my warning, she lost the privilege of eating in front of the TV. Another 
rule is that she is to clean after herself. She must bring her dirty plates to the kitchen. She 
must put, away all the toys after she plays with them. Toni did not have too much trouble 
with this rule. Every now and then, she needed to be reminded to bring her dishes to the 
kitchen. 

As a member of my communit>', the fourth component, Toni was able to participate 
in activities that were offered to me and by me. Toni, like me, had the pri\ilege of doing 
things on the universit}' grounds simply being a member of my community. She was also 
included in my apartment activity. For example, my roommates and I ordered pizza for 
dinner and she ate with us on the floor in front of the TV just like college kids. By being 
part of my community, Toni was able to take trips to DC and Monticello. 

I offered mutual support, the fifth component, for Pat, Toni's mother, on one 
occasion. Pat told Toni to asked me if I would take her to her last basketball game of the 
season because she (Pat) was unable to get away from work just yet. Since I was going to 
the game anyv^'ay, I took Toni. Pat never showed up at the game. Instead, Sam, Toni's 
father came to pick her up from the game. 

During the weekends that Toni spent with me, I functioned as her family. She was 
taken care of physically and emotionally. She was given a lot of attention from my friends, 
my family, and me. My roommate spent time with Toni teaching her how to play the flute 
because Toni was learning how to pla- the recorder in school. She also helped Toni write 
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a poem which Toni later performed for me. My friends paid attention to her: thus, she feels 
wanted and accepted in a group. 

The time that Toni spent with me, I hugged her a lot. I talked with her. I joked 
around with her when appropriate. For example, when I talked to one of my roommates 
about something that Toni did to me and said in front of Toni, "You see how she treats me!" 
We did things together like getting my laundry. Before, she the first weekend was over, she 
wrote on the shelf to my bunk bed, "I love you, Unda." To me, that is the ultimate goal for 
a family-to achieve that love between the members. 

Interpretation 

I believe that Toni behaves aggressively in school because she has a hard time 
dealing with her interpersonal relationships. Her relationship with her mother is in 
constant conflict. She does not think her mother wants her. Pat is too busy to notice that 
Toni feels unwanted. She does not realize that her remarks are hurting Toni. Toni does 
not know how to tel! Pat how she feels. Toni has very httle control over her life. Her 
parents are divorced. She is, more or less, forced to live in Kevin's home. Thus, her 
frustration with her family life eventually turns into anger. 

Toni's anger gets in the way of her learning. Her relationship with my CI was a 
hateful one in the beginm'ng. Toni thought she was going to fail third grade because my CI 
did not Uke her. She did not understand that my CI pushed her to do well because my CI 
cared. Toni misunderstood my Q's intentions. Toni has always fought to get her way. 
When my CI did not back down, Toni did not know how to deal with the situation. 
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Ttterefore, Ton! blamed my CI for her own insecurities. Now, Toni seems to realize that 
my Q thinks she is smart because of the appropriate praises given by my CI to her. 

Due to Tom"s lack of attention at home, she craves atteation. She demands 
undivided attention from me. She is unwilling to share me with anyone else. Perhaps, she 
is afraid that she will lose me once i started working with other children. However, she 
does not tell me how she feels directly. Indirectly, I pick up hints from her. She pouted 
when I do not heed to her calling. She purposely answer questions on assigmrients 
incorrectly so that I will spend more time helping her instead of working with other children 
at school. 

Toni deals with her peers botli at school and at the center with toughness. In school, 
she threatens some of her classmates. She has also hit some of them. However, most of 
her threats are not carried out. At the recreation center, she steers away from the older 
children for she knows she can not win. She plays with either her peers or younger children. 
She is very demanding when it comes to younger children. She acts very tough and plays 
very rough with them. 

Toni feels good about school now because she is doing well. She takes pride in her 
work because she knows that my CI and I expect only the best from her. She realizes that 
both my CI and I care about her. Therefore, she cares about herself. Toni is beginning to 
Uke herself more because she sees herself as good instead of bad. 

Toni and I have become very good friends as a result of this case study. I have 
learned many things not just about Toni but also about life. Life is truly unfair. I always 
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thought that was just a saying. At age nine, I only worried about getting home before dark 
so that my grandmother would not lock me out. Although. I was living with my 
grandparents at the time, I never doubted my mother's love for me. I was given praise at 
home often enough that failing examinations did not crush my spirits. I am angry with the 
fact that Toni has to endure so much at the age of nine. I weep for her because she is so 
young, and yet she is so full of anger and sorrow. Children should enjoy their childhood; 
not battle their childhood. 

Prior LO this case study, I thought I was so ready to have children of my own. After 
this case study, I realize am not even close to being ready. Having Toni spending the 
weekends with me taught me some of the responsibihties of parenthood-resp'^asK lities that 
I am not sure that I am ready to take on. Being a parent is defim'tely a full-time job. 
During the first weekend that Toni spend with me, there was a big party that I wanted to 
attend. I realized that I could not go because Toni was with me. I debated about getting 
her a babysitter but decided that would be bad judgement on my part and stayed in. We 
stayed up very late. The next day, Toni woke up my roommate and me at the crack of dawn 
to tell us that it was snowing outside, I was so tired that I did not care about the snow. I 
was actually upset with her for waking me up so early, but, getting up with the children is 
just one of the many responsibilities of a parent. 

Having Toni with me also taught me about the lack of age-appropriate programs on 
TV geared toward children. I begin to look at TV programs very critically. I did not want 
Toni to watch certain TV shows which sh^ was accustomed to watching at home like In 
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Living Colors. Pat allows Toni to watch rated R movies which I do not approve. 1 told 
Toni that if she was my child, I would never allow that. She came back with, "I icnow, I'm 
glad I'm not." As a result of my experience with Toni, I have decided that my children will 
only watch appropriate TV programs that we choose together and watch together. 

From Toni, I learned that children are imitators. Toni often mimicked what I said. 
I came to realize the importance of being a positive role model. I was careful with the 
things I said, did, and ate. Having a child with me really made me think twice about my 
behavior. 

Toni has also taught me that children are expensive. Although the places we visited 
in DC did not have admission fees, we spent money everywhere we went. We went on the 
Merry-Go- Around twice. I packed lunch for the three of us and ended up buying popcorn, 
ice-cream, chips, and more drinks. Knowing that Toni and Anton were spending the 
weekend with me, I went grocery shopping. Eating healthily is a big expense that I did not 
realize prior to this shopping trip. What I feed myself, I would not feed to Toni and Anton. 
I also realized why ray mother gets angry when my sisters and I polish off the grocery order 
in three days-food is expensive. 

The most important lesson that I learned from Toni is that love means to give and 
take. The first weekend Toni spent with me, she slept on the top bunk when she was afraid 
of heights and did not tell me. She slept in my bed because I offered it to her. The next 
weekend she told me that she was afraid of sleeping in my bed. We made a bed on the 
floor v*ath a sleeping bag and had ourselves a slumber party. Toni did a very brave thing, 
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she ate my cooking. She ate it because I made it not because it was tasty. She said, "I'll try 
to eat it." Although she did not finish her dinner, she did make an effort and that made my 
day. I felf appreciated. 

Needless to say, Toni has enriched my life. 1 am not the same person I was prior to 
the study. I have gained new insights as result of it. I am going to miss Toni very much. 
She has brought moments to my life that can not be bought. Toni has a special place in my 
heart. I will never forget her. I hope she never forget that I love her very much and always 
will. 
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